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Washington 

f Everybody is comment- 
ing on the unusual oppor- 
tunity given to President 
Nixon by the retirement of 
two Supreme Court 'jus- 
tices. 

He can shape the direction 
of the court for a generation, 
they say, but that’s not the 
half of it. 

The key to the real possi- 
bilities lies in thespeculation 
that Mr. Nixon might name 
Vice President 
Spirow Agnew 
to one of these 
splendid jobs. 
Maybe this 
should not be 
taken lightly, 
Agnew’s legal attainments 
aside; and anyway, from the 
people who gave. you G. Har- 
rold Carswell, you wouldn’t 
expect Learned .Hand. 

In the first place, Agnew 
meets two of Mr. Nixon’s 
major specifications; he ’s 
conservative enough, and 
while Maryland is not pre- 
cisely a Southern state, the 
vice president is one of the 
main ornaments of the South- 
ern strategy. 

RUMOR 

In the second place, since 
the hot rumor is that Mr. 
Nixon wants a fresh face 
with him on the ticket next 
year, the Supreme Court 
would be just the right place 
to dump Agnew without 
wounding his dignity or rous- 
ing up his right - wing fans. 

Then things really get in- 
teresting. The new 25th 
Amendment to the constitu- 
tion provides that if “there is 
a vacancy in the office of the 
vice president, the President 


shall nominate a vice presi- j 
dent who shall take office j 
upon confirmation by a ma- 
jority vote of both houses of 
Congress.” 

Don’t forget, there are two 
spots open on the Supreme 
Court. Add that fact to the 
25th Amendment and Mr. 
Nixon could revamp the 
whole team — give the ad- 
ministration a brand new im- 
age and probably sew up the 
election year in advance. 

POSSIBILITY 

Here’s a possible scenario : j 

Agnew to the Supreme I 
Court. Secretary of State Wil- 1 
liam Rogers to the Supreme 
Court. Secretary of the 
Treasury John Connally to j 
the vie e presidency ( he I 
wouldn’t formally turn Re- 1 
publican until, after he’s con- j 
firmed by the Democratic j 
majority in both houses), 
thus carrying Texas and mol- 
lifying Japan. This leaves 
two choice cabinet openings 
at $40,000 a year. 

Mr. Nixon would put Gov- 
ernor Nelson Rockefeller in j 
as secretary of state, thus 
grafting the eastern estab- j 
lishment onto the administra- 
tion. This would leave the 
treasury open, and the smart 
money has it that the Presi- j 
dent would bring in Wilbur 
D. Mills (that Southern strat- 
egy again), ridding himself 
of a stumbling block on the 
Hill while getting another, 
conservative Democrat i n 
the cabinet to replace Con- 
nally. 

Asked to comment on these 
possibilities, informed 
sources at the White House, 
said, “Watch what we do, not 
what we say.” 



